












































In WMemoriam

William E. “Pinky” Newell
June 22, 1920 - October 13, 1984

A great loss has been felt with the passing of the often acclaimed “Father of Modern Athletic
Training.” Born in Enid, Oklahoma he grew up in Stafford, Kansas where he graduated from High
School in 1939. He accepted a football scholarship to Purdue University and played Center on the
Varsity from 1941 to 1943, despite weighing only 150 pounds. While earning his letter in football he
also was tabbed with his famous nickname “Pinky” because of his ruddy complexion. After receiving
his Bachelor's Degreein Physical Education he joined the U.S. Marine Corps during World War Il as
a Lieutenant with the 29th Marines, 6th Division. He served with valor in various landings in the
Pacific Theater, including the one that helped take Okinawa in 1945. After his discharge in 1946 he
attended Stanford University and earned a Postgraduate Certificate of Physical Therapy in 1948.
Washington State University hired him as an Athletic Trainer in 1948 and the next year he returned
to Purdue University to serve as Head Athletic Trainer from 1949 to 1978. Upon retiring his duties as
an Athletic Trainer, he remained the Chief Physical Therapist for the University Hospital retiring
from there in July of this year.

His careeris full of many accomplishments including Athletic Trainer for the College All-Star game
sponsored by the Chicago Tribunein 1953, 1954 and 1957. Internationally he was Athletic Trainer for
the 1963 U.S. Pan-American Team in Brazil and U.S. Olympic Team Trainer for the 1980 Summer
Olympic Games in Montreal. The Lake Placid Olympic Organizing Committee chose him as a Host
Trainer for the 1980 Winter Olympic Games and he was representative of the [.os Angeles Olympic
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Organizing Committee to the Summer Olympic Games in 1984.

The membership owes a huge debt of gratitude and will long remember his many contributions to
the organization. He attended the first meeting in Kansas City in 1950, becoming a driving force by
helping to write the Constitution and drawing up the first Code of Ethics. He was Executive Director
form 1955 to 1968, always trying to improve the educational standards of the profession. During his
tenure certification of athletic trainers was conceived and initiated. He chaired the NATA
Professional Advancement Division from 1968 to 1972. From 1972 until his death he worked
unselfishly as Chairman of the NATA Grants and Scholarships Committee, showing his concern for
helping the young athletic trainer become the future of the organization. In addition he worked hard
to set up the Joint Commission on Competitive Safeguards and Medical Aspects of Sports and has
held continuous NATA representation since its inception in 1966. He was a member of the NCAA
Committee on Competitive Safeguards and Medical Aspects of Sports from 1968 to 1972. He chaired
the Indiana Athletic Trainer Association Licensure Committee,

As a man of such stature deserves, Pinky Newell has received many prestigious honors. From the
NATA he received the 25 Year Service Award in 1971, was inducted into the Helms Hall of Fame in
1972, and was the first recipient of the Distinguished Educator Award presented by the Professional
Education Committee this year. The American Orthopaedic Society for Sports Medicine presented
him their first Distinguished Service Athletic Trainer Award in 1982. He was a member of the Indiana
Football Hall of Fame, received the John Purdue Club Distinguished Service Award and was
presented the 1984 Meritorious Service Award by the Indiana Basketball Coaches Association.

His service to the community in Lafayette included being a member of the Boys Club Board of
Directors and the Board of Directors of the Home with Hope.

He is survived by Connie, his wife of 34 years, two sons, Rick and Rex and two daughters, Colleen
and Kim.

Pinky has called the highlight of his career receiving the following notification. It was something
he worked hard to get for the profession calling it “the best damned day the trainer ever had!”

1967 June 21 AM 737

Mr. William E. Newell, R.P.T.
Executive Secretary National Athletic Trainers Association
3315 South Street, Lafayette, Indiana

On Tuesday, June 20, 1967, at its annual convention in Atlantic City, the American Medical
Association adopted report G of the Board of Trustees urging that the House of Delegates approve the
following recommendations:

(1) The American Medical Association recognize the importance of the role of the professionally
prepared athletic trainer as a part of the team responsible for the health care of the athlete:

(2) TheNational Athletic Trainers Association be commended forits efforts to upgrade professional
standards, since improved preparation and continuing education enable athletic trainers to work
effectively with physicians in the health supervision of sports and

(3) State and local medical societies and physicians individually be encouraged to help advance the
professional goals of the National Athletic Trainers Association in their communities through
appropriate liaison activities.

(4) Complete copy of report G which was submitted to the House of Delegates through the Board of
Trustees by the AMA Committee on the medical aspects of sports is being forwarded to you by
airmail.

Fred V. Hein, Ph.D., Secretary,
Committee on the Medical Aspects of
Sports American Medical Association,
Chicago, Illinois

The family has requested memorials should be sent to the NATA Grants and Scholarships
Committee.
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